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Mr. Speaker, let there be no misunder-

standing that the King holiday honors the life 
and contributions of America’s greatest cham-
pion of racial justice and equality, the leader 
who not only dreamed of a color-blind society, 
but who also lead a movement that achieved 
historic reforms to help make it a reality. 

It is a day of interracial and intercultural co-
operation and sharing. No other day of the 
year brings so many peoples from different 
cultural backgrounds together in such a vi-
brant spirit of brother and sisterhood. Whether 
you are African-American, Hispanic or Native 
American, whether you are Caucasian or 
Asian-American, you are part of the great 
dream Martin Luther King, Jr. had for America. 
This is not just an African-American holiday; it 
is a peoples’ holiday. And it is the young peo-
ple of all races and religions who hold the 
keys to the fulfillment of his dream. 

Mr. Speaker, I challenge all Americans by 
making your personal commitment to serve 
humanity with the vibrant spirit of uncondi-
tional love that was his greatest strength, and 
which empowered all of the great victories of 
his leadership. 

May we who follow Martin now pledge to 
serve humanity, promote his teachings and 
carry forward his legacy into the 21st century. 

We honor Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. be-
cause he showed us the way to mend those 
broken fences and to move on in building this 
land rather than destroying it. He led cam-
paign after campaign in the streets of America 
and on to the governor’s mansion—even to 
the White House—in an effort to secure 
change. 

Mr. Speaker, today African-Americans have 
Federal legislation which provides access and 
legal protection in the areas of public accom-
modations, housing, voting rights, schools, 
and transportation. Thank you Dr. King for 
being the drum major who was able and ready 
to lead our Nation to greater heights through 
love and peace. 
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Mr. DAVIS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
honor of Robert J. Samuels, this year’s recipi-
ent of the Minority Health Leadership Award 
from the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services, Office of Public Health and 
Science, Office of Minority Health. 

Following his own battle with cancer, Bob 
dedicated his life to helping others in the fight 
against prostate cancer. He quickly become a 
passionate and dedicated advocate for men’s 
health not only in Florida, but nationwide, and 
his visionary leadership has produced signifi-
cant advances in beating back prostate can-
cer. 

Bob is the founding chairman of the Florida 
Prostate Cancer Network (FPCN) and the Na-
tional Prostate Cancer Coalition, as well as an 
advisor on a host of other national committees 
and task forces that are working to promote 
cancer research and treatment. In Congress 
and the Florida Legislature Bob has been a 
strong voice for increased funds for cancer re-
search. He played a critical role in the pas-
sage of the Florida Prostate Cancer Aware-

ness Act and in the effort to secure a $1 mil-
lion federal grant to establish a prostate can-
cer training and research institute at Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical University. 

Numerous organizations, including the Flor-
ida Legislature, Florida Department of Health, 
Hillsborough County, the City of Tampa and 
The Prostate Net, have honored Bob for his 
tireless efforts. On behalf of the Tampa Bay 
community, I would like to thank Bob for his 
commitment to helping those struggling with 
cancer and thank the Department of Health 
and Human Services for recognizing Bob’s 
work. 
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Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
pay tribute to MSgt Susan Rainone upon her 
retirement, and wish to thank her for her serv-
ice to our country. Originally from Waukesha, 
Wisconsin, MSgt Susan M. Rainone enlisted 
in the United States Air Force in January of 
1986. After graduating from Basic Military 
Training at Lackland AFB, she was sent to 
Chanute AFB, Illinois to attend the Airframe 
Repair Apprentice course. 

In June 1986, A1C Rainone was assigned 
to the 6515th Field Maintenance Squadron at 
Edwards AFB, California. During her assign-
ment at Edwards, she worked as an Airframe 
Repair Journeyman on a variety of airframes 
from the small A–37 to a much larger KC–135. 
In her second year in service, A1C Rainone 
competed and was selected for Senior Airmen 
Below the Zone, which allowed her to sew on 
the Senior Airman stripe six months early. In 
late 1988, she was promoted to the rank of 
Buck Sergeant and within the following six 
months she was notified of her selection to 
Staff Sergeant. In May, 1989 she completed 
the Training Systems Specialist course at 
Sheppard AFB, Texas and returned to Ed-
wards AFB, to work in the Base Training office 
where she responsible for the training pro-
grams of the base. While at Edwards AFB, 
SSgt Rainone attended the Airman Leadership 
School and upon graduation was selected as 
a distinguished graduate, finishing in the top 
10% of her class. 

After being stationed at Edwards AFB for al-
most 9 years SSgt Rainone and was trans-
ferred to Osan Air Base in the Republic of 
South Korea. While at Osan, SSgt Rainone 
served as the Unit Training Manager for the 
51st Transportation Squadron. During her ten-
ure she nearly doubled the number of per-
sonnel enrolled in college courses. After her 
tour in Korea, SSgt Rainone was assigned to 
Davis-Monthan AFB, Arizona where she 
served as the Non-commissioned Officer in 
Charge of the Scheduling Element. Here she 
was responsible for scheduling and updating 
training for over 3,500 aircraft maintenance 
personnel. 

In September 1998 SSgt Rainone was pro-
moted to Technical Sergeant. She applied and 
was selected for the position of Training Man-
ager for the United States Air Force Air Dem-
onstration Squadron, ‘‘Thunderbirds.’’ In April, 

1999 TSgt Rainone relocated to Nellis AFB, 
Nevada where she was assigned as the Unit 
Safety Representative, a load team member 
responsible for 50,000 pounds of air show 
equipment. In October 1999, MSgt Rainone 
attended the Non-Commissioned Officer Acad-
emy and again graduated as a distinguished 
graduate. TSgt was promoted to the rank of 
Master Sergeant in December 2002. 

MSgt Rainone was reassigned to Vanden-
berg AFB, California April 2003. She was as-
signed to the 392nd Training Squadron as the 
Superintendent, Space and Missile Operations 
Training Development responsible for man-
aging courses supporting the combat readi-
ness of the nation’s Intercontinental Ballistic 
Missile force. While at Vandenberg, MSgt 
Rainone completed the Senior Non-Commis-
sioned Officer Academy course by cor-
respondence, earning the Academic Excel-
lence Award by averaging 95% over five 
closed book exams. One year later, she was 
moved to Detachment 1, 345th Training 
Squadron, Naval Base Ventura County, where 
she is the Chief, Education and Training Pro-
grams and Course Manager for Vehicle and 
Equipment courses. 

I wish to commend and thank MSgt Rainone 
for her leadership and dedication. She is truly 
a role model and deserves the many com-
mendations and awards that she has received. 
I wish her a happy and relaxing retirement. 
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Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Robert ‘‘Sonny’’ Smith who was re-
cently inducted into the Babe Ruth Baseball 
Hall of Fame. Babe Ruth Baseball was started 
as a ‘‘grass roots’’ movement in the small, 
rural communities of Colorado. The town of 
Las Animas is no exception, and like most 
towns, the Babe Ruth program has flourished 
because of the efforts and actions of volun-
teers like Sonny who stepped up to the plate 
to serve others. 

Sonny’s involvement with Babe Ruth began 
around 1982. He was the District 2 Commis-
sioner for 10 years and then became the As-
sistant State Commissioner for the 15 year-old 
Babe Ruth program. He has held that position 
from 1992 to the present time. 

Sonny has not just been active in Babe 
Ruth in his community, but in other endeavors 
as well. He was the Las Animas Ball Associa-
tion Vice President from 1978–1980. He 
served as a Las Animas City Councilman from 
1982–1986 and was the chairman for the 
Parks and Swimming Pool committees. Sonny 
was a member of the Las Animas School 
Board from 1996–2000. He has been a mem-
ber of the Bent County Recreation Committee 
from 1978 to the present time. He served on 
the St. Mary’s Catholic Church Council from 
1988–1992, and he has served as a football, 
baseball, softball, and basketball official from 
1978 to the present time. 

One of Sonny’s most notable achievements 
was his work on the Ad-Hoc Committee for 
building the new baseball field in Las Animas 
from 1998–2004. This field has hosted many 
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